Abstract: Calcium chloride brine-based drill-in fluid is commonly used within the reservoir section, as it is specially formulated to maximize drilling experience, and to protect the reservoir from being damaged. Monitoring the drilling fluid rheology including plastic viscosity, PV, apparent viscosity, AV, yield point, Y p , flow behavior index, n, and flow consistency index, k, has great importance in evaluating hole cleaning and optimizing drilling hydraulics. Therefore, it is very crucial for the mud rheology to be checked periodically during drilling, in order to control its persistent change. Such properties are often measured in the field twice a day, and in practice, this takes a long time (2-3 h for taking measurements and cleaning the instruments). However, mud weight, MW, and Marsh funnel viscosity, MF, are periodically measured every 15-20 min. The objective of this study is to develop new models using artificial neural network, ANN, to predict the rheological properties of calcium chloride brine-based mud using MW and MF measurements then extract empirical correlations in a white-box mode to predict these properties based on MW and MF. Field measurements, 515 points, representing actual mud samples, were collected to build the proposed ANN models. The optimized parameters of these models resulted in highly accurate results indicated by a high correlation coefficient, R, between the predicted and measured values, which exceeded 0.97, with an average absolute percentage error, AAPE, that did not exceed 6.1%. Accordingly, the developed models are very useful for monitoring the mud rheology to optimize the drilling operation and avoid many problems such as hole cleaning issues, pipe sticking and loss of circulation.
Introduction
Drilling Fluids are considered a key element in the drilling operation. Conventional drilling fluids are water-based, oil-based or synthetic-based fluid systems, which are used in the drilling process to give the best performance under certain temperatures and pressures experienced downhole [1] . Drilling the section from the sea-bed/land to the top of the reservoir is different, regarding the economic value of the final project, compared to the reservoir section. As in the top sections, the concerns are to seal the permeable formations, and help sustain the wellbore stability.
Special measures will be taken into consideration while drilling the reservoir section to avoid damaging the reservoir and plugging the reservoir pores. For that target, special drilling fluids are used, called reservoir drill-in fluids (RDFs), which are specially formulated to maximize drilling experience and protect the reservoir from being damaged until the completion process is proceeded [2] .
Drilling Fluid Rheology
Drilling fluid rheology plays a key role in optimizing drilling performance [7] . These properties significantly affect the efficiency of the hole cleaning and the drilling rate [8] , which are critical factors controlling the performance of drilling operation [9] . These rheological properties include mud density to provide the control on the formation pressure, while PV, Y P , AV, n and k are used for controlling hole cleaning and optimizing the drilling performance [10] . Plastic viscosity of the drilling fluid is crucial for optimizing the drilling operation [11] . It is an indication of the solid content in the drilling fluid which may negatively affect the drilling performance when it exceeds critical limits, and can cause many problems like pipe sticking and decreasing the rate of penetration [12] . Yield point can be simply stated as the attractive forces among colloidal particles in drilling fluid [11] . The optimization of yield point is central to controlling the efficiency of hole cleaning [10, 13] . Moreover, apparent viscosity is considered a key factor in the optimization of mud hydraulics while drilling [8] . In addition, the parameters k and n can be used for evaluating hole cleaning during the drilling operation [14] .
The rheological properties can be measured in the laboratory using mud balance and viscometer. The mud balance is used to measure the mud weight while the rheometer is used to measure (PV, Y P , AV, n and k). However, this process takes a relatively long time (2-3 h for taking measurements and cleaning the instruments) which makes it difficult to be performed periodically and practically in the field. Therefore, it is taken as a common procedure that only density and Marsh funnel viscosity are measured periodically every 15-20 min, using mud balance and Marsh funnel devices. On the other hand, a complete mud test (including all the drilling fluid properties), using the mud balance and viscometer, is performed twice a day. Marsh funnel viscosity provides an indication of the changes in the rheology of the drilling fluid. This funnel was first introduced by Marsh [15] . This tool is cheap and takes a short time, so it can be utilized to give field measurements frequently and estimate some parameters like yield stress [16] . Based on the literature, there are two models developed to predict the drilling fluid viscosity from mud density and Marsh funnel measurements. These two measurements were used as inputs to calculate the effective viscosity of the drilling fluid as stated by Pitt [17] in Equation (1) . Then a modification on the previous model was introduced by Almahdawi et. al. [18] , who figured out that changing the value of the constant to 28 in Equation (2) instead of 25 presented by Pitt [17] , is more effective give more accurate results, as compared to Equation (1) . where AV is the apparent viscosity in cP, D is the fluid density in g/cm 3 , T is the Marsh funnel time in sec. Several mathematical models have been mentioned in the literature for estimating the fluid rheological properties using Marsh funnel devices. Some of them suggested using the temporal variations in the fluid height in the funnel to determine different rheological parameters such as PV, Y P and AV [19] [20] [21] [22] . They introduced a methodology to determine the shear rate and the shear stress on the walls of the Marsh funnel from the measured discharged fluid volume of the Marsh funnel at different points. Then several rheological parameters have been related to the obtained shear rate and shear stress. Abdulrahman et al. [23] investigated different water-based drilling fluids using the Marsh funnel and showed that PV and AV can be estimated using consistency plots and the methodology described in [19] . However, these models showed considerable discrepancies between the results obtained from the Marsh funnel and the standard viscometers. Other studies tried to model the fluid volume flow in the Marsh funnel with higher order polynomial functions, rather than the simplified functions used in the previously mentioned studies [24, 25] . This attempt was to simulate the fluid temporal height in the Marsh funnel more properly, and to get closer results of rheological parameters to those obtained from the standard viscometers.
The objective of this work is to develop new models using artificial neural networks, ANN, to predict the rheological properties of the CaCl 2 brine-based drilling fluid depending on frequent measurements of MW and MF. The real-time measurements of these parameters are very helpful for identifying the efficiency of the hole cleaning, optimizing the drilling fluid hydraulics, equivalent circulating density calculations and swab and surge pressure determination.
Artificial Neural Network (ANN)
Artificial intelligence, (AI), can be simply defined as the computer science branch for creating intelligent machines [26] to exhibit human brains to make predictions and help take the right decisions for the future scenarios [27] . Recently, different AI methods such as fuzzy logic, FL, support vector machine, SVM, genetic algorithm and artificial neural network, ANN, have been applied in petroleum engineering, and specifically in the field of drilling fluid engineering. Some of these applications include fluid flow patterns prediction in wellbore annulus [28] , stuck pipe prediction [29] , drilling hydraulics optimization [30] , frictional pressure loss estimation [31] , hole cleaning and prediction of cutting concentration [32] , estimation of the static Poisson's ratio from log data [33] .
ANN is one of the most common AI techniques which has the ability to deal with different engineering problems with high complexity that exceed the computational capability of classical mathematics and procedures [34] . It is based on analogy with biological neural networks to simulate the performance of the human biological neural system [35] . The elementary units for ANN are neurons [36] . The structure of the ANN consists of three main types of layers. The first one is for the input parameters. The second one is called hidden layers, which include the neurons assigned with the transfer functions between the inputs and the outputs. The third type is for the outputs. These layers, with the suitable training algorithm, describe the nature of the problem [37] . The performance of the network is controlled by key parameters including the number of neurons, weights and biases [38] . To optimize the weight and biases, the network is trained using different algorithms to achieve the lowest possible error. Among these algorithms is Levenberg-Marquardt (LM), which is an iterative, curve fitting algorithm. This algorithm proved its outstanding performance in solving non-linear least-squares problems [39] .
There are many ANN applications of ANN in the field of drilling fluid in the last few years. Some of these researches are the prediction of filtration volume and mud cake permeability of water-based mud (WBM) [40] , drill cutting settling velocity prediction [41] , prediction of differential pipe sticking [42] , lost circulation prediction [43] , hole cleaning efficiency of foam fluid [44] , rheological properties of invert emulsion mud [45] , invert emulsion mud rheology [46] and spud mud rheology prediction [47] , generating geomechanical well logs [48] , prediction of oil PVT properties [49] . Based on the literature, more than 50 percent of the applications in the drilling fluid area used ANN for the predictions and got high accurate results. Accordingly, ANN has been selected for building the proposed models in this study [26] .
Methodology

Data Description
A typical sample of the data for CaCL 2 brine-based drill-in fluid (515 field data for actual mud samples) is listed in Table 1 , including MW, MF, PV, and Y p . The drilling fluid samples are collected after the mud was cleaned from the cuttings by using the shale shaker MW and MF are measured in the field using a mud balance and Marsh funnel, respectively. The rheometer is used for measuring the rheology of the mud, namely PV, and Y p at atmospheric pressure and 120 o F. The collected data have a wide range as follows: MW ranges from 43 to 119 Ib/ f t 3 , MF ranges from 26 to 135 s/quart, PV ranges from 10 to 54 cP, and Y P ranges from 8 to 41 Ib/100 f t 2 . Figure 1 shows that MW has R of 0.36 and 0.76 with Y P and PV respectively while MF has R of 0.86 with Y P and 0.36 with PV. building the proposed models in this study [26] .
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Data Description
A typical sample of the data for CaCL2 brine-based drill-in fluid (515 field data for actual mud samples) is listed in Table 1 , including , , , and . The drilling fluid samples are collected after the mud was cleaned from the cuttings by using the shale shaker and are measured in the field using a mud balance and Marsh funnel, respectively. The rheometer is used for measuring the rheology of the mud, namely , and at atmospheric pressure and 120 . The collected data have a wide range as follows:
ranges from 43 to 119 / , ranges from 26 to 135 / , ranges from 10 to 54 cP, and ranges from 8 to 41 /100
. Figure 1 shows that has R of 0.36 and 0.76 with and respectively while has R of 0.86 with and 0.36 with . For better prediction using AI models, data should be analyzed and filtered [50] . Therefore, the selected data have been cleaned from any noise and false values for higher representation quality. The filtration process included eliminating all the values that cannot be representative, like negative values. Finally removing the outliers that show significant deviation from the other values of a variable, the outliers were removed using a box and whisker plot, in which top whisker represents the upper limit of the data, and the bottom whisker represents the lower limit of the data, then any value beyond these limits is considered an outlier and removed [51] . These limits are determined by dividing the data into four equal divisions (quartiles) along with using the minimum, maximum, mean and median parameters [52] obtained from the statistical analysis of the data listed in Table 2 . For better prediction using AI models, data should be analyzed and filtered [50] . Therefore, the selected data have been cleaned from any noise and false values for higher representation quality. The filtration process included eliminating all the values that cannot be representative, like negative values. Finally removing the outliers that show significant deviation from the other values of a variable, the outliers were removed using a box and whisker plot, in which top whisker represents the upper limit of the data, and the bottom whisker represents the lower limit of the data, then any value beyond these limits is considered an outlier and removed [51] . These limits are determined by dividing the data into four equal divisions (quartiles) along with using the minimum, maximum, mean and median parameters [52] obtained from the statistical analysis of the data listed in Table 2 . 
Development of ANN Models
The collected data were used to calculate R 600 and R 300 (rheometer readings at 600 and 300 rpm, respectively) using Equations (3) and (4). These two parameters are very crucial for identifying fluid properties and flow regimes. Then, the apparent viscosity, AV, flow behavior index, n, and flow consistency index, k, are calculated using Equations (5)- (7) respectively.
For all the upcoming developed models, different scenarios have been performed to optimize the ANN variables to reach the highest accuracy with the lowest possible error for prediction using different combinations of the available options of the ANN variables. The optimized parameters obtained from the tuning process of these parameters are summarized in Table 3 . The chosen architecture for the developed models includes three layers: -Input layer: It contains input features which are MW and MF. -(One) Hidden layer: It contains the optimized number of neurons which was found to be 20 neurons. -Output layer: It contains the output parameters, which are (PV, Y P , AV, n and k individually).
The network was trained using the Levenberg-Marquardt (LM) algorithm to get the optimized weights and biases. The neurons are arranged to be trained using a learning rate of 0.12. Activation function of the tan-sigmoidal type (tansig) was assigned between the input and hidden layers while the pure-linear function was assigned between the hidden and output layers. Figure 2 shows a typical schematic of the architecture of the developed ANN model. 
Results and Discussion
Yield Point ( ) Model
An ANN-Based model was developed using and as inputs to predict the values. The obtained data were divided into ratios 70 : 30 for training and testing the model, respectively. Figure  3 shows the high match between the measured and the predicted values from the developed ANN model in terms of R of 0.97 and AAPE of 3.9 %. Thereafter, a new correlation has been developed using the ANN model to predict based on and . First, the inputs should be normalized using Equations (8)- (9) to substitute the values and in Equation (10); where refers to the first normalized input, and refers to the second normalized input.
Then, the normalized value is calculated using Equation (9) with its optimized coefficients listed in Table 4. ( )
where i is the index of the neuron in the hidden layer, N is the optimized number of neurons for only one hidden layer, which is found to be 20 , 1 w is the weight vector linking the input and the hidden 
Results and Discussion
Yield Point (Y P ) Model
An ANN-Based model was developed using MW and MF as inputs to predict the Y P values. The obtained data were divided into ratios 70:30 for training and testing the model, respectively. Figure 3 shows the high match between the measured and the predicted Y P values from the developed ANN model in terms of R of 0.97 and AAPE of 3.9%. Thereafter, a new correlation has been developed using the ANN model to predict Y P based on MW and MF. First, the inputs should be normalized using Equations (8) and (9) to substitute the values MW n and MF n in Equation (10); where MW n refers to the first normalized input, and MF n refers to the second normalized input.
MF n = 0.133(MF − 26) + 1 (9) 
Apparent Viscosity ( ) Model
Similarly, was predicted using ANN, based on and . The model was trained using 70 % of the available data, while 30% of the data were used for testing the model. Figure 4 shows the high R between the predicted and the measured AV values, which is 0.99 with AAPE of 3.2 %. Afterward, a new correlation for predicting was extracted from the developed ANN model. To Then, the normalized value Y Pn is calculated using Equation (9) with its optimized coefficients listed in Table 4 .
where i is the index of the neuron in the hidden layer, N is the optimized number of neurons for only one hidden layer, which is found to be 20, w 1 is the weight vector linking the input and the hidden layer, w 2 is the weight vector linking the hidden and output layer, b 1 is the biases vector for the input layer, and b 2 for the output layer. Finally, the required Y P value can be obtained by denormalizing Y Pn using Equation (11) . 
Apparent Viscosity (AV) Model
Similarly, AV was predicted using ANN, based on MW and MF. The model was trained using 70% of the available data, while 30% of the data were used for testing the model. Figure 4 shows the high R between the predicted and the measured AV values, which is 0.99 with AAPE of 3.2%. Afterward, a new correlation for predicting AV was extracted from the developed ANN model. To use this correlation, the inputs should be normalized at first using Equations (12) and (13) to substitute the values MW n and MF n in Equation (14); where MW n refers to the first normalized input, and MF n refers to the second normalized input.
MF n = 0.053(MF − 35) + 1
Then, the normalized value AV n is calculated using Equation (14) with its optimized coefficients listed in Table 5 .
Finally, AV can be predicted by denormalizing AV n using Equation (15) . 
Finally, can be predicted by denormalizing using Equation (15) . 
Plastic Viscosity ( ) Model
For , another ANN model was developed based on and . For building the model, the ratio of the training to testing points is 70:30. The model gave high accurate results indicated by a high R of 0.98 between the predicted and the measured values and maximum AAPE of 6.1% as shown in Figure 5 . A new correlation has been extracted from the model to predict without the need to run the ANN model.
First, the inputs should be normalized using Equations (16)- (17) to substitute the values and in Equation (18); where refers to the first normalized input, and refers to the second normalized input. 
Then, the normalized value is calculated using Equation (18) with its optimized coefficients listed in Table 6 .
Finally, can be predicted by denormalizing using Equation (19) . 
Plastic Viscosity (PV) Model
For PV, another ANN model was developed based on MW and MF. For building the model, the ratio of the training to testing points is 70:30. The model gave high accurate results indicated by a high R of 0.98 between the predicted and the measured PV values and maximum AAPE of 6.1% as shown in Figure 5 . A new correlation has been extracted from the model to predict PV without the need to run the ANN model. 
Prediction Power Law Model Parameters (n and k)
Following the same procedure, another two models have been developed using ANN to predict n and k based on and . For the prediction of n, the R between the measured and the predicted values was 0.98 with AAPE of 2.4% as shown in Figure 6 . While for the prediction of k, the R was 0.99 with AAPE of 3.6%, as indicated in Figure 7 . Then new correlations for estimating n and k were extracted from the developed ANN models. In the beginning, the inputs should be normalized using Equations (20)- (21) for the correlation of n and Equations (22)- (23) for the correlation of k in order to substitute the values and in Equations (24)- (25); where refers to the first normalized input and refers to the second normalized input. First, the inputs should be normalized using Equations (16) and (17) to substitute the values MW n and MF n in Equation (18); where MW n refers to the first normalized input, and MF n refers to the second normalized input.
MW n = 0.037(MF − 64) + 1 (16)
Then, the normalized value PV n is calculated using Equation (18) with its optimized coefficients listed in Table 6 .
Finally, PV can be predicted by denormalizing PV n using Equation (19) . 
Following the same procedure, another two models have been developed using ANN to predict n and k based on MW and MF. For the prediction of n, the R between the measured and the predicted values was 0.98 with AAPE of 2.4% as shown in Figure 6 . While for the prediction of k, the R was 0.99 with AAPE of 3.6%, as indicated in Figure 7 . Then new correlations for estimating n and k were extracted from the developed ANN models. Eventually, the predicted values of n and k can be estimated using Equations (26)- (27) 
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Validation of the Apparent Viscosity ( ) Model vs the Models in the Literature.
As mentioned in the introduction, Pitt [17] introduced a numerical model to calculate the apparent viscosity using Equation (1) . After using the collected data, the results obtained using Equation (1) showed a coefficient of determination of 0.5 and AAPE of 32.2 %. Also, Almahdawi et al. [18] concluded that Equation (2) using the constant 28 is more appropriate than 25 in Equation (1) , and the results obtained by applying Equation (2) to estimate using readings give of 0.5 and AAPE of 23.6%, as shown in Figure 8 . However, the developed correlation for the ANN model gives highly accurate results, as shown in Figure 9 with of 0.98, and AAPE does not exceed 3.2%. In the beginning, the inputs should be normalized using Equations (20) and (21) for the correlation of n and Equations (22) and (23) for the correlation of k in order to substitute the values MW n and MF n in Equations (24) and (25); where MW n refers to the first normalized input and MF n refers to the second normalized input.
For the Correlation of Parameter n:
For the Correlation of Parameter k:
Subsequently, the normalized values n n and k n can be estimated using Equations (24) and (25), respectively, with their optimized coefficients listed in Tables 7 and 8 , respectively.
Eventually, the predicted values of n and k can be estimated using Equations (26) and (27) , respectively. n = 0.244(n n + 1) + 0.263 
Validation of the Apparent Viscosity (AV) Model vs the Models in the Literature
As mentioned in the introduction, Pitt [17] introduced a numerical model to calculate the apparent viscosity using Equation (1) . After using the collected data, the results obtained using Equation (1) showed a coefficient of determination R 2 of 0.5 and AAPE of 32.2%. Also, Almahdawi et al. [18] concluded that Equation (2) using the constant 28 is more appropriate than 25 in Equation (1) , and the results obtained by applying Equation (2) to estimate AV using MF readings give R 2 of 0.5 and AAPE of 23.6%, as shown in Figure 8 . However, the developed correlation for the ANN model gives highly accurate results, as shown in Figure 9 with R 2 of 0.98, and AAPE does not exceed 3.2%. 
The Value of Predicting the Drilling Fluid Rheology in Real-Time
For drilling optimization, it is very important to have periodic monitoring of the parameters affecting the drilling process. Mud system design and hole cleaning processes are affected by the pressure losses within the system which rely on the properties of the drilling fluid used, and the efficiency of the cuttings removal from the hole. Pressure losses can be obtained once the parameters of the Bingham model and and power low model (n and k) are obtained. Annular pressure losses can be calculated by Equation (28) based on the real-time values of ( and ), which can be obtained from the developed ANN model. 
For drilling optimization, it is very important to have periodic monitoring of the parameters affecting the drilling process. Mud system design and hole cleaning processes are affected by the pressure losses within the system which rely on the properties of the drilling fluid used, and the efficiency of the cuttings removal from the hole. Pressure losses can be obtained once the parameters of the Bingham model Y P and AV and power low model (n and k) are obtained. Annular pressure losses can be calculated by Equation (28) based on the real-time values of (Y P and AV), which can be obtained from the developed ANN model. Also, equivalent circulating density, ECD, can be calculated from Equation (29) [53] using the obtained pressure loss value, so that surge and swab pressures can be determined to help predict critical drilling problems such as pipe sticking and well control issues [54] .
where ∆p is the annular pressure loss (in psi), PV is the predicted plastic viscosity (in cP), Y P is the predicted yield point (in Ib/100 f t 2 ), v is the average annular velocity (in ft/s), d 1 is the inside diameter of the hole or casing, (in inches), d 2 is the outside diameter of the drill pipe, (inches), L is the drill pipe, or drill collar length (in ft), MW is the mud density (in ppg), h is the hole depth (in ft), and ECD is the equivalent circulation density (in ppg). Accordingly, the ability of the prediction of the rheological properties in real-time can help avoid many problems during drilling with early detection of these problems by identifying the anomaly in normal behavior trends. This will optimize the drilling operation and save money by minimizing the drilling time.
Conclusions
In this work, new models have been developed using ANN to predict the rheological properties of CaCL 2 brine-based drill-in fluid in a real-time (15-20 min) including (PV, Y P , AV, n and k) using 515 field data measurements of MW and MF in ratios 70:30 for training and validating the ANN models respectively. Accordingly, the following conclusions can be drawn:
(1) The new ANN models can predict the rheological parameters PV, Y p , AV, n, and k in real time based on MW and MF with high accuracy (R was greater than 0.97 and AAPE was less than 6.1%). (2) The optimization process for the ANN models showed that the optimized parameters yielding the highest accuracy and the lowest error were 20 neurons for only one hidden layer, the Levenberg-Marquardt algorithm of learning rate 0.12. The activation function linking the input and hidden layers was the tan-sigmoidal function, while a linear function was used for linking the hidden and output layers. (3) The extracted correlations from the developed ANN models provide the ability to estimate the rheological properties of CaCL 2 brine-based mud directly without the need to run the models. (4) These models are very helpful in the calculations of rig hydraulics, surge and swab pressures, and ECD. (5) The developed correlations can help in predicting several drilling problems by providing the ability for real-time monitoring of the hole cleaning performance, and detecting any abnormal changes in the normal trends to avoid interrupting problems like sticking. As a result, this will save on the drilling cost, and it optimizes the drilling operation.
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